



















































































POIPITIIOIPOIIPIOIIIRPOIOPOIOIUOPOOUBOORORIRORDOIOGOEIOIIIOIIGERIRESTYE

in the county records. They must file a
statement of ownership and pay an annual
tax. The failure to pay the annual tax will
result in forfeiture to the state. Numerous
mineral rights owners have decided not to
pay the annual tax. This has resulted in the
forfeiture of over half a million acres of
severed mineral interests to the state.

Failure to file the statement of severed
mineral ownership will also result in
forfeiture of the mineral interests to the
state. In order for the severed mineral
interests to completely forfeit, the state must
bring an action in court. To bring the action,
the state needs to do a title search to find the
last owner of record who should have filed
the statement.

Determination of Severed Minerals
Ownership

In order to find out if and what mineral
rights are owned separately from surface
interests, it is necessary to review the
document for the land transfer that separated
the mineral ownership. There is a broad
range of possibilities: specific minerals
might be covered, such as “all iron ore and
coal,” or the mineral separation may simply
say “all minerals and mineral rights.” There
is no depth level between surface and
mineral rights (unless the document
separating the surface and mineral
ownership specifies a depth). One person
may own the surface, and if another person
owns the taconite, the taconite owner may

_mine the taconite that appears on and below

the surface of the property.

The issue of what rights are associated with
mineral ownership are also affected by the
document that separated the mineral
ownership. The issue of what mineral rights
ownership means in Minnesota has never
been addressed by the Minnesota Supreme
Court. The general rule that has developed

in other parts of the country is that, unless
otherwise stated in the severance deed,
mineral rights ownership carries with it the
right to use as much as the surface as may be
reasonably necessary to reach and remove
the minerals. This means that the mineral
owner has a right of entry or access to
explore for and mine minerals on and
beneath the surface of the land. Generally, it
is recognized that the surface owner would
be paid for any damages to the surface that
occurred because of the mining activities.

Suggested Discussion or Research
Topics:

(1) To encourage exploration and
development of the nation’s mineral
resources while controlling conveyance of
federally-owned lands, the U.S. Congress
enacted a major mining law in 1872.
Minnesota, Wisconsin, and Michigan were
excluded from this federal law in 1873. The
Mining Law of 1872 is still in effect as of
1996 as to certain metallic minerals found
on federally-owned lands in the western
states. If a mineral discovery is made, the
discoverer may obtain the federally-owned
lands for only a small amount of money and
the federal government and its citizens
receive no payment for the minerals removed
from the ground. There has been significant
debate in the U.S. Congress on changing the
law. Investigate the differing viewpoints on
whether this law should remain in effect.

(2) Explore the acquisition of land and
mineral rights on the Mesabi Iron Range by
business tycoons such as John D.
Rockefeller, Andrew Carnegie and James J.
Hill.

(3) Which communities were established for
the development of Minnesota’s iron ore
resources? Which companies were created?
How does the mining of the state’s mineral
resource impact where people live and
work?
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answers to many of the discussion and research topics. There are a
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land commissioner, and recorder, are sources of information for
some of the research topics concerning the county in which the
student lives.

One of the best sources for detailed information on the history of

public land ownership is Minnesota Lands: Ownership, Use and

Management of Forest and Related Lands, published by the
American Forestry Association. Unfortunately, it may be difficult

to find in most library systems. (A copy is available in the
Department of Natural Resources’ library in St. Paul.)

The following sources were consulted:
Introduction

Land Management Information Center, Minnesota State Planning
Agency. 1983. Minnesota Public L.ands, 1983. St. Paul:
Minnesota State Planning Agency.

United States General Accounting Office. 1996. Land Ownersh1p:
Information on the Acreage, Management, and Use of Federal
and Other L.ands. Washington, D.C. Document No.
GAO/RCED-96-40, March 1996.

Origins of Federal Ownership

Berthel, Mary Wheelhouse. 1963. Minnesota Under Four Flags.
St. Paul: Minnesota Historical Society Press.

Dana, Samuel Trask, John H. Allison, and Russell N. Cunningham.
1960. Minnesota Lands: Ownership, Use and Management of
Forest and Related Lands. Narberth: The Livingston Publishing
Company.

Malone, Dumas. 1970. Jefferson The President: First Term 1801-
1805. Boston: Little, Brown & Company.

Bibliography

33



The Public Land Survey

Muehrcke, Phillip C. 1978. Map Use. Madison: J P Publications.

Federal Land Grants

Dana, Samuel Trask, John H. Allison, and Russell N. Cunningham.

1960. Minnesota Lands: Ownership, Use and Management of
Forest and Related L.ands. Narberth: The Livingston Publishing

Company.

Folwell, William Watts. Revised edition, 1961. A History of
Minnesota. St. Paul: Minnesota Historical Society Press.

Malone, Dumas. 1970. Jefferson The President: First Term 1801-
1805. Boston: Little, Brown & Company.

Orfield, Matthias Nordberg. 1915. MQM&
States with Special Reference to Minnesota. Minneapolis:
Bulletin of the University of Minnesota, March 1915.

Pardee, John Stone. 1931. The Children’s Heritage, Duluth:
Minnesota Arrowhead Association.

Federal and State Acquisitions of Land

Barlowe, Raleigh. 1951. Administration of Tax-Reverted Lands
in the I ake States. East Lansing: Michigan State College,
Department of Agricultural Economics, Technical
Bulletin 225, December 1951.

Dana, Samuel Trask, John H. Allison, and Russell N. Cunningham.

1960. Minnesota L.ands: Ownership, Use and Management of
Forest and Related Lands. Narberth: The Livingston Publishing

Company.
Minnesota State Planning Agency. 1974. Toward a Plan for the

Perimeter of Voyageurs National Park. St. Paul: Minnesota

State Planning Agency.
Proescholdt, Kevin. 1984. After the Shouting Stopped:

Implementation of the Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness
Act. Published by Kevin Proescholdt.

Treuer, Robert. 1979. Voyageur County: A Park in the
Wilderness. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press.

Mineral Rights

Folwell, William Watts. Revised edition, 1961. A History of
Minnesota. St. Paul: Minnesota Historical Society Press.

34 Bibliography

|



For more information, contact:
Department of Natural Resources
Division of Minerals
500 Lafayette Road
St. Paul, MN 55155-4045
612-296-4807 (Metro area)
800-776-6000 (Toll-free in Minnesota)
TTY: 612-296-5484 (Metro area)
800-657-3939 (Toll-free in Minnesota)
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